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Course Description:  
Counts as a Focused Music Study course for the Language of Music Certificate.
Beethoven’s oeuvre is conventionally divided into three periods. This course examines the unique characteristics of his final period, concentrating on the sonatas and quartets. These works occupy a unique status in Western art. Deep intellectuality is combined with humility and gentleness to create an aura of transcendence. Works examined will include the piano sonatas and the later quartets. Literary and philosophical perspectives will be examined as well.
Syllabus

Week 1

  Opus 90: Piano Sonata No. 27 in E minor (1814) 

  Opus 95: String Quartet No. 11 in F minor ("Serioso") (1810)
Week 2

  Opus 101: Piano Sonata No. 28 in A major (1816) 

  Opus 102: Two Cello Sonatas (1815) 
Week 3

  Opus 106: Piano Sonata No. 29 in B-flat major ("Hammerklavier") (1818) 
Week 4 

  Opus 109: Piano Sonata No. 30 in E major (1820) 
  Opus 127: String Quartet No. 12 in E-flat major (1825)
Week 5
  Opus 110: Piano Sonata No. 31 in A-flat major (1821). 
  Opus 130: String Quartet No. 13 in B-flat major (1825) 
Week 6
  Opus 111: Piano Sonata No. 32 in C minor (1822) 

  Opus 131: String Quartet No. 14 in C-sharp minor (1826) 
Week 7 

  Opus 120: Thirty-three variations on a waltz by Diabelli in C major ("Diabelli Variations") (1823)
  Opus 132: String Quartet No. 15 in A minor (1825) 
Week 8
  Opus 133: Große Fuge in B-flat major for string quartet (originally finale of Opus 130) (1826) 

  Opus 135: String Quartet No. 16 in F major (1826) 

Recommended Books
Musical Thoughts and Afterthoughts

by Alfred Brendel

Beethoven

by William Kinderman

Beethoven`s Piano Sonatas: A Short Companion

by Charles Rosen

The Classical Style: Haydn, Mozart, Beethoven

by Charles Rosen

Sonata Forms

by Charles Rosen

My Life and Music

by Artur Schnabel

Playing the Beethoven Piano Sonatas

by Robert Taub
The Beethoven Violin Sonatas: History, Criticism, Performance 

by Lewis Lockwood (Editor) and Mark Kroll (Editor)

Beethoven's Chamber Music in Context 
by Angus Watson

The Beethoven Quartet Companion 

by Robert Winter and Robert Martin

The String Quartets of Beethoven 

by William Kinderman

