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	Course Description:  
Wagner’s Der Ring Des Nibelungen is the largest single most wide-ranging work in the common repertory. This course examines the genesis, construction, and cultural context of the four dramas – Das Rheingold, Die Walkure, Siegfried, and Gotterdammerung, with special attention to production history, both traditional and contemporary. Portions of more than half a dozen productions will be viewed on DVD and Blu-ray.

Recommended Readings:
John Culshaw, Ring Resounding 
John DiGaetani, Penetrating Wagner's Ring 
Robert Gutman, Richard Wagner: The Man, His Mind, and His Music
Bryan Magee, Aspects of Wagner and The Tristan Chord: Wagner and Philosophy 
Barry Millington, Wagner 
Ernest Newman, The Wagner Operas 
George Bernard Shaw, The Perfect Wagnerite 
Frederick Spotts, Bayreuth

Michael Tanner, Wagner 
Richard Wagner, Wagner on Conducting


	Week 1
	· Sources
· Political background

· Interpretive approaches

· The Leitmotiv explained

· Declamatory vocal style and through-composed structure

· Das Rheingold: Dwarves, Rheinmaidens, Giants and Gods
	Week 5
	Interlude…

· A Survey of Ring Interpreters

· The Bayreuth Festival and the first cycle (1876)

· Idolatry and Ideology 

	Week 2
	· Das Rheingold – Conclusion

· Die Walküre Acts 1 and 2

· Humans, nature and Man vs. Nature

· Wotan and Alberich

· Wotan and Brünnhilde

· Wotan and Fricka


	Week 6
	· Siegfried Act 3

· Wagner’s new style

	Week 3
	· Die Walküre Act 2 – Conclusion

· Die Walküre Act 3

· The Ring in Pictures and Film

· Siegfried Act 1

· Comedy in the Ring

· Concepts of Darkness and Light
	Week 7
	· Götterdämmerung Prelude and Act 1

· Wagner and the orchestra

	Week 4
	· Siegfried Act 2 

· Wagner’s 12-year hiatus

· Wagner’s new approach: Wagner and Schopenhaur
	Week 8
	· Götterdämmerung Acts 2 and 3



